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****

* * *

><p><strong>[Hakuōki ~Shinsengumi Kitan~] Meaningless Threats [Souji Okita]<strong>

Nobody has ever expected a soft-spoken, kind, down-to-earth, polite, graceful and gentle girl to _not _be scared or taken back by Souji's (meaningless) death threats and yet when Isami Kondou's niece stayed with the Shinsengumi in a long visit and got threatened by him on her first day there when she brought tea to him, she laughed. Souji was surprised at first but regained his smile soon after.

"_I'm sorry, I shouldn't have laughed," Kaori Kondou apologized after putting her hand that had been covered by her long kimono's sleeve down. It was a habit of hers to be very polite so it was a natural reflex to cover her mouth with her hand when she laughed._

"_No, it's alright. I find it amusing that you're laughing after being threatened," Souji replied with the smile still on his lips._

"_Hmm, well, threats don't work on me even if you're pointing a sword on my throat," Kaori told him calmly while picking up the cup of warm tea on the tray next to her before placing it in front of her. _

"_Are you sure?" Souji quirked an eyebrow while sitting up slowly._

_Kaori refrained herself from helping him. She knew a warrior's spirit very well and that helping him would make him think he was useless and weak. "Yes," she replied him instead._

_Souji picked up the cup of warm tea and drank it slowly. While watching him do so, Kaori smiled a little._

"_Are you doing this out of pity or from orders?" Souji asked sternly. "Because I would have to kill you if you are," he continued while putting the empty tea cup down._

"_Neither, I came here to introduce myself and maybe get to know my uncle's highly spoken first unit captain," Kaori answered._

Souji chuckled slightly. He remembered how happy and surprised he was when he heard that answer from Kaori.

The sound of the door suddenly sliding open made him look up with a smile. He knew who it was already since she always visited him with a cup of warm tea for him at least on the same time everyday.

"Are you sure you're not coming here everyday just out of pity or orders? Because you'll know that I'll kill you if you actually are and that you have actually been lying to me this whole while," Souji told Kaori with a slight chuckle at the end.

"How many times do I have to tell you that it's neither of them?" Kaori smiled knowingly while entering the room and sliding the door shut behind of her after placing the tray in her hand down.

'Until I get to hear you tell me that you loved me all this while,' Souji replied mentally as he watched the black haired and violet eyed beauty lightly set the cup of warm tea in front of her which is also next to his futon. The smile had never left his lips all the while.


End file.
